
s

Kostas Pantos, Gynecologist
President of “GENESIS Athens Clinic”,
IVF Units: “Genesis Athens”, ”Genesis Crete”, “Genesis Athens- Thessaly”,
“Genesis Athens-Bucharest”, “Genesis Athens-The 1st Affiliated Hospital
of An Hui University” 
General Secretary of Hellenic Society of Reproductive Medicine (HSRM)
Vice President of the Global Doctors Hippocratic Institute (GDHI)
Vice President of the Greek Medical Tourism Council (ELITOUR)
Visiting Professor Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia
Visiting Professor An Hui University, China

IN VITRO FERTILIZATION:

SPEARHEAD IN MEDICAL TOYRISM



Assisted Reproduction
is the "Spearhead“ for
the growth of medical
tourism in our country



IVF TECHNOLOGY: A right of choice or a luxury ?

A willingness-to-pay study suggests that to have a healthy child, 
couples in U.K. would accept a 20 % risk of death and/or would 
give up 29 % of their income, whereas US families would be 
willing to pay an amount that exceeds the actual dollar cost of IVF

Nachtigall et al., Fertil Steril. 2012; 97(1): 82–87 

Couples in this situation deserve the most comprehensive 
and objective advice available



Medical Tourism Destination by choice

• Expertise in Assisted Reproduction Quality, Success, Accessibility, Facilities

• Legal restrictions in their countries versus progressive 
legislation elsewhere …. Oocyte banking, Ovarian Freezing, PGD/PGS,HLA typing (saviour
sibling), Genetic Screening, Single woman treatment, Single men treatment, Surrogates

• Financial Reasons/Lower cost
• Favorite Holiday destination Climate, beautiful  scenery  and beaches within a  

wealth of archeological and historical sites

Greece is a choice for IVF abroad among other countries who provide 
the above



Assisted Reproductive Technology 

Eras in progress:
• Scientific Research

Pioneer biologist Robert Edwards  said “As a scientist my main interest has been to arrive at a thorough 
understanding of human conception, that really drove me to develop IVF”

• Clinical Practice
Fertility centers opening up in all corners of the developed world and the indications for treatment are 
expanding to cover every possible cause of infertility including the greater population of fertile couples 
to provide solutions  associated with genetic origin

• Business 
Commercialisation, conglomerates of clinics, private equity funding, consolidation of services





Achievements
WORLD FIRSTS

• 2005: Blastocyst biopsy and preimplantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) for β-thalassaemia

• 2005: PGD for rare diseases - Cadasil, Facioscapulohumeral muscular dystrophy

• 2005 & 2006: First 2 live births in two families with affected children, following PGD for chronic 
granulomatous disease combined with HLA-typing

• 2008: Novel strategy combining of blastocyst biopsy, DNA fingerprinting & microarray mRNA 
analysis to identify viable blastocysts

• 2010: The first centre in Greece to provide preimplantation genetic screening (PGS) with the 
application of Array-CGH technology

• 2011: Our centre has been selected and recruited by the European Society of Human Reproduction 
and Embryology (ESHRE ) for a research trial with the title: The ESHRE Study Into The Evaluation of 
Oocyte Euploidy by Microarray Analysis (ESTEEM)
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... In Total 92 Media Citations 

in All Continents...



2011: story of a couple, both carriers of the rare inherited eye disease , who delivered a healthy baby following PGD treatment at the Genesis Athens Clinic



Προσωπικές μαρτυρίες ασθενών
“Tania went to Greece after deciding she wanted an 

anonymous donor” 





Romanian newspaper











Hellenic Health Tourism







Η αναγνώριση …



ABU DHABI

ALBANIA

ALGERIA 

AUSTRALIA

AUSTRIA

BAHRAIN

BELGIUM

BRAZIL

BULGARIA

CANADA

CAMEROON

CHINA

CYPRUS

CZECH

DENMARK

DJIBOUTI

DUBAI

EGYPT

ENGLAND

ETHIOPIA

FINLAND

FRANCE

GERMANY

GEORGIA

HOLLAND

HUNGARY

INDIA

INDONESIA

IRAN

IRAQ

IRELAND

ISRAEL

ITALY

JAMAIKA

KAZAKSTAN

KENYA

LIBYA

LUXEMBURG

LEBANON

MALAYSIA

MALTA

MOGOLIA

MOROCCO

MOLDOVA

NETHERLANDS

NIGERIA

NORWAY

PAKISTAN

PHILIPPINES

POLAND

PORTUGAL

QATAR

ROMANIA

RUSSIA

SAUDI ARABIA 

SCOTLAND

SERVIA

SINGAPORE

SLOVAKIA

SOUTH AFRICA 

SPAIN 

SOUDAN

SWEDEN

SWITZERLAND

TURKEY

UKRAINE

UN. ARAB. EMIRATES

USA

PATIENTS COMING TO ATHENS, GENESIS ATHENS CLINIC
Cross-border Reproductive care



































Assisted Reproductive Technology 

Eras in progress:
• Scientific Research

Pioneer biologist Robert Edwards  said “As a scientist my main interest has been to arrive at a 
thorough understanding of human conception, that really drove me to develop IVF”

• Clinical Practice
Fertility centers opening up in all corners of the developed world and the indications for treatment 
are expanding to cover every possible cause of infertility including the greater population of fertile 
couples to provide solutions  associated with genetic origin

• Business
Commercialisation, conglomerates of clinics, private equity funding, consolidation of services



The Diaspora as a promotional lever 
of Health Tourism

• The goal: to claim a respectable share in international medical tourism

• Diaspora represents an important part of the political, economic, business, 
cultural and scientific potential of our nations

• Their spread in all corners of the globe gives us a powerful tool within 
other nations 

Diaspora is Catalyst for promoting Health Tourism



The Medical Association of Athens went on the

twinning with the Greek Medical Association of

New York in 2013, participating in vaccination

programs, provision of medicines and

education

The Federation of Medical Societies of North

America has coordinated charity actions with

other Greek-American organizations to improve

public health and alleviate the effects of the

humanitarian crisis in Greece in cooperation

with the Medical Association of Athens

IN SEARCH OF BRIDGES WITH THE DIASPORA

Event of the Greek Homogeneity Medical 

Societies with the Medical Association of 

Athens

April, 5th 2015



CNN Greece , 07:35 Saturday, 05/11/2016 MEDICAL TOURISM:

«ASSISTED REPRODUCTIVE» MIRACLES FROM GREEK RESEARCHERS

"The positive results of couples of the diaspora in the US have

worked as advertisement for our country. Vula Litsogianni is a

happy mother of two boys five years old. She is saying that the

objective of her life was to have children and her voice breaks

from the emotion as she recalls the hard time she went through

when the doctors in America told her that there is no

probability of becoming pregnant ".

Greek journalist in New York is reporting his testimony in relation

to the integration of the family with the aim of Greek doctors in

Athens

HEADLINES & TESTIMONIALS for 
PROMOTING OUR COUNTRY: “MEDICAL 
TOURISM, WHY NOT IN GREECE?”



Promotion of Greek Medical 
Tourism in Chicago
April 30th, 2017

Health tourism in Greece and the positive prospects is the subject

the Conference organized by the Medical Association of Athens and

the Central Union of Municipalities of Greece, in Chicago, USA on

28th and 29th of April 2017. The turnover of the global medical

tourism market, according to more recent research, annually

exceeds 100 billion dollars with 1.25 million Americans citizens to

seek medical services abroad as well as there is potent interest in

investing in Greece by large funds.





Medical Tourism - Looking ahead
The growth of Medical Tourism is driven by:

Consumerism
Quality
Foreign economic development cost

Medical tourism expands when medical insurers/consumers begin to leverage:
Cost and performance data taking advantage of regional pricing differences     
Customer satisfaction and waiting times
Customer needs, views and perspectives

Focus on to patient needs, views & expectations,

leads the way forward



DIASPORA – Creating local selling points in 
major capitals around the world

• Raise public awareness regarding medical tourism options

• Recognition of medical options according to excellence 

• Pin point tourism attractions 

• Recognizing creative opportunity in joint operation and performance

• Organize joint scientific – social meeting …. media coverage (local-
international)

• Points of guidance for incoming patients – continued service for 
returning patients



Global Doctors Hippocratic Institute
– “GDHI” unites Doctors and
Medical Associations world-wide

• Exchange of information and scientific knowledge
• Joint organization, developing and implementing activities 

related to education and training in Medicine, 
• Providing assistance to scientists for graduate abroad
• Best practice for the public "on both sides"
• Creation of perspective and cooperation framework by

interconnecting Medical Schools between our countries 
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